	Journal Entries  for 2010-11

	SECOND COLLECTION

	11/18, 19: Different Stories 

What is Heck Tate’s version of the story? What is Bob Ewell’s version? What is Mayella’s version? What is Tom Robinson’s version?

Whom are you inclined to believe and why? Add other commentary you have about the trial proceedings.

	11/16, 17 Courage 

“I wanted you to see what real courage is, instead of getting the idea that courage is a man with a gun in his hand. It’s when you know you’re licked before you begin but you begin anyway and you see it through no matter what.”

Copy the above quote into your journal. Write for 20 minutes about as many incidents in the novel that live up to this definition of courage and explain how they do. Once you run out of material, pull in a real (historical?) example of someone who “fights the good fight” even though s/he knows s/he personally will not be victorious. 

	10/27, 10/28: Ghosts 
 “Jem figured that Mr. Radley kept [Boo] chained to the bed most of the time. Atticus said no. It wasn’t that sort of thing. There were other ways of making people into ghosts.” 
Explain what the above statement means, focusing specifically on the reference to Boo as a ghost. 
Do you agree with the idea that it is possible for people in society to make others into ghosts? 
What are some ways that we see people make others into ghosts today?

	Reflection on Writing Process 10/20, 21

What is the story about? Who are your main characters? What is your conflict? What complications occur on the way to the climax? What do you think will happen at the climax? Will there be falling action?
Also, write about process. What has come easily so far? Why? What has been more difficult and why?

	10/19 (B), 10/20 (A): Iceberg
Click below to read more about this prompt. If a link is not live, please check in with me for a description. After you finish reading the prompt, please create your own example of "last lap," writing for 10-15 minutes.   Iceberg

	10/13, 18, 19 Juggling
Click below to read more about this prompt. If a link is not live, please check in with me for a description. After you finish reading the prompts, please create your own examples of facade and juggling, writing for 10-15 minutes on each.    Juggling

	FIRST COLLECTION DATES (all pink entries): October 4/October 5 

	9/9, 10: Firsts
Reflect on the first day of high school, either with or without sophomores, junior, and seniors. What were your expectations (physical environment, teachers, academics, lunch, whatever). What did your new eyes see? How did you feel? How were your expectations met or not met? What are some common experiences, thoughts or feelings the writers for This American Life believe accompany first days? What other things might you add to this list from your own experiences?

	9/14, 15: Fleeting Friendship 
Choose one of the following prompts and respond in a half-page entry: 

We have all had friendships that, over time have weakened, dissolved, or completely disappeared. This might have been because we moved or the friend moved, or it might have been for other kinds of reasons. Tell the story of one of these friendships that you have experienced. 

	9/14, 15: "And Summer Is Gone" (Homework) [image: image1.wmf]
Choose one of the following prompts and respond in a half-page entry: 

1.“All of them had names that ended in –I, and the all . . .” This sentence appears in a particularly telling paragraph; here the author captures, with examples, behavioral customs of the teenage world. In one simple paragraph, describe the behavioral customs of the teenagers you know.

OR

2. Author Susie Kretschmer created a male first-person narrator. Take on the same challenging task; create the voice of someone of the opposite sex. Do the start or more of a narrative.

	9/16, 17: "And Summer Is Gone" 
Look at the revelation/evolution definition in your EOF (Elements of Fiction) handout and discuss David’s revelation. What do you think the author’s opinion is of Amy? Of David? Use specific, quoted examples from the story. Please write for approximately twenty minutes or until you are asked to close. Thanks!

	9/16, 17: Character Letter (Due 9/20, 21) 
Choose a character in one of our two stories (“The Bass” or “And Summer Is Gone”) to write to another character, either in the same story or in the other. Think of a good topic to write about. Maybe David from “And Summer” is writing to the boy in “The Bass,” talking about growing up and girl problems. Maybe Amy is writing to Sheila Mant trying to get advice about how to act. Maybe David is writing to Amy and explaining his feelings, or Amy is writing to David. Use any combination of two characters that you want. 
Be sure to take on the voice of the character and use precise and interesting words.  Be true to the character’s personality, and write in his or her style. Proofread for correct conventions.

The letter should be about at least 150 words long. You may hand-write it on stationary and put it in an envelope, or you can type it. I will hand out envelopes to those people who do not bring their own. See the “Friendly Letter Format” link for your set-up.

	9/22, 23  “Admiration” 

Respond to the quote “If a person admires you a lot, you despise him and don’t care—and it is the person who doesn’t notice you that you are apt to admire.”  What has happened in Pete’s experiences that has caused him to think this? Make specific references to the story to explain what has led him to this conclusion. What do you think of this statement? Write a brief short story from your own life that either supports Pete’s statement or refutes it.

	9/24, 27 "The Scarlet Ibis" Table Questions. CHOOSE FOUR OF THE FOLLOWING SIX.
1. QUOTE a setting section from the story. Tell what the time is and what the place is. Then ask yourself this question: What does this description of setting tell us about the story? Is it a metaphor for characters or events? If so, explain how that metaphor works. Also, explain how this setting helps establish the mood of the story.
2.   Go back to page 262 and reread the section about Doodle’s dreams. What do his dreams tell us about him? Quote parts of that section that prove your opinion is valid. 
  3. At the bottom of the first column on page 261, there is a passage about pride. Reread it and explain what the narrator means by pride having two vines, one that bears life and the other that bears death. Discuss you own opinion of this quote and whether you agree or disagree about these vines. Include your own life examples if they apply. 
4. Discuss why you think the narrator has chosen to look back on his time with Doodle. 
5. Do you think Doodle’s death is Brother’s fault? Explain. 
6. The scarlet ibis symbolizes Doodle. Discuss this symbol by describing what characteristics Doodle and the ibis share. 


	9/24, 27 "The Scarlet Ibis" Vocabulary. CHOOSE THREE OF THE FOLLOWING SIX. [image: image2.wmf]
Find ten good vocabulary words not already footnoted in the text. Define them and bring them to class to be stamped and checked.


	9/28  “American History”: Choose one.
Explain how this story fits the theme, “Filling a Void.” Consider what might be missing from each character’s life.

OR

Do you think that the author expressed the feelings of a ninth grade girl realistically? Support your response with details from your story as well as from your own experience

	


