Political Action Seminar Seminar Assignment 

April 20th - June 18th 2010

Main entry: Sem-i-nar

Pronunciation: \’se-me-nar\

Function: noun
Etymology: German, from the Latin seminarium nursery

Date: 1863

1: A small group of advanced students in a college or graduate (maybe high school if the students are Lake Oswego High School students) school engaged in original research or intensive study under the guidance of a professor (or Professor-MO) who meets regularly with them to discuss their reports and findings
Project Outline: In a small group (you and one other person) you will select an issue, study, or documentary to read or watch. After you have completed this research you will critically analyze and think about your choice. Your goal will be to convey the ideas of your article and, more importantly, to create meaningful dialogue with the class. The topics range from Amish Culture to good old fashion Texas justice. Each day one group will present their topic and lead a meaningful and insightful class discussion. 

General Requirements:

· Demonstrate a thorough understanding of topic read (some topic may require some outside research)  

· Provide necessary background information on topic 

· Provide a typed outline highlighting important and relevant information from your article and for your presentation.

· Create at least 5 questions that generate engaging, complex, and meaningful discussion.  Your discussion should extent beyond the article.

· Address the question: How does the information in your article relate to political action? 
Schedule:

There will be one presentation per day beginning Tuesday, May 4th. Presentations will continue until the end of the school year.  See calendar on other page.

Articles/Topics

Torture/Enemy commandants.  What is the current policy the Supreme Court has shaped regarding civil rights and people accused of terrorism.

Resources:

- Hamdi v Rumsfield 

- Hamdan v Rumsfield 

- Boumediene v. Bush
Gun Rights.  What is the current policy regarding firearms and the Second Amendment

Campaign Finance Reform.  What is the current policy regarding financial contributions to candidates and campaigns. 

Pledge of Allegiance.  What is the current policy regarding the Pledge of Allegiance in school.  Provide for the class some background and previous policies regarding this issue.

Gay marriage:  What is the current context (state for state regarding) gay marriage and/civil unions.  Include public opinion and polling information as well as information regarding the current case before the appellate court (below).

Student First Amendment Rights.  What is the background regarding student rights in schools and how have Supreme Court decisions changed altered this freedom over time.

Resources:

- Tinker v Des Moines  

- Bethel v Fraser
- Kuhlmeier v Hazelwood 

- Morse v Frederick 

Student Fourth Amendment Rights:  What is the background regarding student rights in schools and how have Supreme Court decisions changed altered this freedom over time.

Resources: 

- New Jersey v T.L.O. 

- Vernonia v Acton 

- Safford Unified School District #1 v. Redding 

- Board of Ed. v Earls 

Rotten Apples: Predicting Teacher Cheating: An in depth study involving teachers in areas that are rich in federal dollars and how to predict what teachers will falsify standardized test scores

War in Afghanistan: Tens of thousands of fresh American troops are now on the move in Afghanistan, led by a new commander and armed with a counterinsurgency plan that builds on the lessons of Iraq. But can U.S. forces succeed in a land long known as the "graveyard of empires"? FRONTLINE interviews top U.S. commanders on the ground, embeds with U.S. forces to examine the  U.S. counterinsurgency strategy in Afghanistan and Pakistan -- a fight that promises to be longer and more costly than most Americans understand.

Digital Nation: Frontline presents an in-depth exploration of what it means to be human in a 21st-century digital world. PBS embarks on a journey to understand the implications of living in a world consumed by technology and the impact that this constant connectivity may have on future generations

Global Warming: Global warming has become perhaps the most complicated issue facing world leaders. This article balances the thoughts from the scientific community with                                                                                                                                                                                                                           technological, economic and political issues that must be resolved before a concerted worldwide effort to reduce emissions can begin have gotten no simpler, particularly in the face of a global economic slowdown.

How The Male Mind Works: This article details the newest research on the male brain

The Case Against Nada Prouty: 60 minutes reports on the investigation and case against a former terrorism fighter. Patriot or a traitor?  

Children and haiti: A 60 Minutes documentary that reports on the most vulnerable victims of Haiti's earthquake, children who not only face hunger, disease and sexual assault, but a form of slavery that is legal in the Caribbean country.
Gender and College: How your gender can affect your admission rate and how well you do in school.

Resources:

- Tough Times For Girls 

- Affirmative Action For Boys
- Gender Bias In College Admissions 

- Phi Beta Cons- 

- Why Boys Fail 

- Teaching Boys And Girls Separately 

White Collar Crime: Analysis of who steals, and how much they steal

What is an Oregon Republican?  Two studenets from Lake Oswego volunteer and conduct research during the Oregon Governor’s race to answer the unanswerable.  What is an Oregon Republican?

National Debt: Frontline series that asks the fundamental question: How much money can a society borrow before it begins to have negative effects on our ability to borrow any more? ... When you get to the point that people won't loan you any more money as a government, you've got a horrendous problem. And it's happened to governments -- in Argentina, most famously, in recent times. Mexico was kind of in that situation until we gave them a very big loan.


Resources:

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/tentrillion/themes/debt.html (article)

http://www.pbs.org/wgbh/pages/frontline/tentrillion/view/?utm_campaign=viewpage&utm_medium=grid&utm_source=grid  (video)

Secret History of the Credit Card: There are some lessons to be learned from the Glenn family's experience after they got behind paying their credit card bill and the debt collector started phoning. This report looks at their story, the growth of the debt collection industry, how debt collectors work, the controversy over abusive practices and the consumer protection laws that are in place, and new ones being proposed. 
Healthcare: A wholistic discussion about what is wrong with the Health Care system of the U.S. and a discription of the health care bill just passed.


Resources: 

http://circ.ahajournals.org/cgi/content/full/101/16/2015 

http://voices.washingtonpost.com/health-care-reform/ 

What I learned about political campaigns:  Two studenets from Lake Oswego volunteer and conduct undercover research during the Oregon Governor’s to give insight into what they learned about political campaigns.

Iran: Frontline series which examines the country of Iran post 9/11.

Part II:  Documentaries:  (Most of these movies are available on You Tube.  They are linked to the first portion of the film, making it easy for you to watch in class.  Others are available through rental stores.  You should spend class time watching the film in class. 

The Cove – Documentary about a secretive and heavily guarded operation run by the world's largest supplier of dolphins. Details the horrifying truths behind the capture of dolphins for the lucrative tourist industry.
Food, Inc – A documentary that explores the food industry's detrimental effects on our health and environment. It spotlights the men and women who are working to reform an industry rife with monopolies, questionable interpretations of laws and subsidies, political ties and rising rates of E. coli outbreaks.  
Bigger, Faster, Stronger: A documentary about Chris Bell and his brother -- all of them users of steroids -- for this thought-provoking examination of sports, competition and the unyielding pressure to succeed. By exploring the reasons behind steroid use and its effects within his own family, Bell asks whether the winning-is-everything attitude that's so prevalent in American society has truly built a better athlete.   

The Thin Blue Line– A documentary that investigates into the murder of a Dallas police officer who was responsible for freeing the man who was originally -- and erroneously -- charged with and convicted of the crime. Through archival footage, interviews and reenactments, Morris skillfully makes a case for the innocence of a man who happened to be in the wrong place at the wrong time.  
Fog of War- A documentary that traces former Secretary of Defense Robert McNamara's career from government to the World Bank; but his work during the Vietnam War -- examined through archival footage and interviews -- is the real highlight. Having worked for both presidents John F. Kennedy and Lyndon B. Johnson, McNamara played a key role in shaping both administrations' approaches to the conflict.  
Sherman's March – A documentary about controversial military campaigns: Gen. William T. Sherman's infamous march through the South, which cut a swath of widespread devastation and brought an end to the Civil War. Ordinary citizens and Sherman thought of Sherman to be one of the greatest military strategists ever. 
Le Peuple Migrateur – A documentary filmed primarily from a bird's perspective, that studies the lives and habits of migrating birds. 
Hoop Dreams – A documentary about Meet Arthur Agee and William Gates, two young boys from equally rough Chicago neighborhoods who make use of their prodigious basketball talents to aim for a life outside the ghetto. But strife and setbacks befall them at every turn. Will they succeed? 
Woodstock – An intimate look at the Woodstock Music & Art Festival held in Bethel, NY in 1969, from preparation through cleanup, with historic access to insiders, blistering concert footage, and portraits of the concertgoers; negative and positive aspects are shown, from drug use by performers to naked fans sliding in the mud, from the collapse of the fences by the unexpected hordes to the surreal arrival of National Guard helicopters with food and medical assistance for the impromptu city of 500,000 
Super Size Me – While examining the influence of the fast food industry, Morgan Spurlock personally explores the consequences on his health of a diet of solely McDonald's food for one month. 
Outfoxed - "Outfoxed" examines how media empires, led by Rupert Murdoch's Fox News, have been running a "race to the bottom" in television news. This film provides an in-depth look at Fox News and the dangers of ever-enlarging corporations taking control of the public's right to know. Produced and directed by Robert Greenwald.  
 

Uncovered - This documentary film chronicles the Bush administration's determined quest to invade Iraq following the events of September 11, 2001. The film deconstructs the administration's case for war through interviews with U.S intelligence and defense officials, Foreign Service experts, and U.N. weapons inspectors. Produced and directed by Robert Greenwald.
 

Unprecedented: The 2000 Presidential Election (2003)- Filmmakers Richard Ray Perez and Joan Sekler take a look at the 2000 Presidential election, and the controversy and scandal that surrounded it. Examining the accusations of vote-rigging and suspicious irregularities that don't appear to add up, the two filmmakers expose some sinister going's on that appear to undermine the very notion of democracy. 
 

Bush's Brain (2004): "Bush's Brain" is a documentary that introduces the country to Karl Rove, the man known as "Bush's Brain", the most powerful political figure America has never heard of, the Wizard of Oz behind the curtain of today's Presidential politics. It is based on the best-selling book "Bush's Brain" by journalists James Moore and Wayne Slater.  

Journeys With George (2002): Alexandra Pelosi, the daughter of House Minority Leader Nancy Pelosi, chronicles George W. Bush's exploits on the 2000 campaign trail. This candid and surprisingly intimate documentary illuminates the tumultuous world of big budget politics, captures firsthand the pressures of being a political figure, and paints a revealing portrait of a man who managed to make the leap from wealthy Texas businessman to President of the United States of America.  

Control Room- A documentary that provides a rare look into the international perception of the Iraq War, courtesy of Al Jazeera. Heavily criticized by Cabinet members and Pentagon officials for reporting with a pro-Iraqi bias, and strongly condemned for frequently airing civilian causalities as well as footage of American POWs, the station has revealed everything about the Iraq War that the Bush administration did not want it to see.
Lost Boys of Sudan- Lost Boys of Sudan is a documentary film about Jon two Dinka boys from Sudan who reached the United States after fleeing the civil war in their country. "Orphaned as young boys" in the Second Sudanese Civil War they "survived lion attacks and militia gunfire to reach a refugee camp in Kenya along with thousands of other children."
Pray the Devil Back to Hell- A documentary detailing the civil war in Liberia and the prominent role women play in a peace movement.

Dark Days- A documentary Near Penn Station about squatters who have been living for years. The film maker goes underground to live with them, and films this "family They live in virtual darkness.

Devil's Playground- Documentary about a little-known aspect of Amish life. Amish are not permitted to join the church until their late teens, and have to do so of their own volition. The film explores rumspringa, wherein young Amish are given the opportunity to explore the "English" way of life. Filmmaker’s follow young people over the course of their experience. The film shows how difficult it is for them to break away from the church and successfully capture the compelling details of this formerly closed and forbidding world, and the essentially ordinary kids who inhabit it.
The Heart of the Game- Documentary which captures the passion and energy of a Seattle high school girls' basketball team, the eccentricity of their unorthodox coach, and the incredible true story of one player's fight to play the game she loves. (Net Flix)

Grading: 

Please be advised that the grading for this project is two-fold.  50 points for your presentation of the material, and 50 points for your participation in other discussions.

Please keep these guidelines in mind for grading and presenting purposes:

· Did you demonstrate a thorough understanding of topic?

· Did you provide necessary background information on the topic ?

· Did you provide a typed outline highlighting important and relevant information from your article and for your presentation?

· Did you Create at least 5 questions that generate engaging, complex, and meaningful discussion?

· Did your discussion extend beyond the article?

· Did you address the question: How does the information in your article relate to political action? 
Please keep this in mind for grading your participation in other presentations

· Am I actively listening the entire time?

· Do I ask meaningful or clarifying questions?

· Do I challenge certain assumptions that may be illogical or subjective?

· Am I off task, writing notes, talking to my friends or playing on my cell phone? 
Grading:   I will calculate your grade using the following as checkpoints.  Use this scoring guide as an actual guide for your seminar.  

· The presenters were able to demonstrate a thorough understanding of topic (shorter articles require outside research) by summarizing what information you learned including necessary background information on topic.

Exceptional

Good

Adequate

Poor

· The presenters created at least five questions that were engaging, complex, and meaningful.  
Exceptional

Good

Adequate

Poor

· The presenters facilitated the discussion well by listening carefully, asking follow-up questions, and kept to discussion lively.  
Exceptional

Good

Adequate

Poor

· Students were able to extend the discussion beyond the article.  
Exceptional

Good

Adequate

Poor

· At the end of the discussion, presenters were able to identify the essential issue, review the most valuable and important information for students, and provide a summary of class opinions.
Exceptional

Good

Adequate

Poor

· Finally, to conclude, the group addressed the question: What could a Political Action Seminar team do with this topic?    Their comments reflected what occurred in the discussion as opposed to a predetermined answer before the class discussion took place.    
Exceptional

Good

Adequate

Poor































