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How to Use Online Forum for Second Language Teaching

By Yuan (Andy) Wang

I. Find the Forum:

1. Google search “chinesewang” (Note: no space between the two words).

2. Click the result that says “chinesewang.myfreeforum.org :: Index”

II. Registration/use the forum:

3. Now you are in the forum.  Click “Join! (free)” on the right top of the webpage.

4. On the bottom of the page, click on “I Agree to these terms and am over or exactly 13 years of age”

5. Fill in the information: 
	Items marked with a * are required unless stated otherwise.

	Username: *
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	E-mail address: *
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	Password: *
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	Confirm password: * 
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6. After you have filled out the form, go all the way down to the bottom of the page and click “[image: image5.wmf]S

ubmit

”  Remember your user name and you password.

7. Now you see 

	Information

	 
Thank you for registering. Your account has been created. You may now log in with your username and password

Click Here to return to the Index



Click the bottun “here” to log in the forum.  

8. On the newly opened page, click “
Log in
 “ on the top right.

9. Fill in the information:

	Username:
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	Password:
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	Log me on automatically each visit: [image: image9.wmf]
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 HTMLCONTROL Forms.HTML:Submitbutton.1 [image: image11.wmf]Log in



	I forgot my password


10. Now you are in the forum with your account.  Click any panel to read other users’ posts.  They are very fun!

11. Example: Click on “Chinese Stories” in the middle of the page.  You will see “Shu de Hunli; The Mouse Wedding.”  Click to open it.  Now you see the story in Chinese characters, Pinyin, and English.  

12.  Do you like the story?  You can post reply to the writer by clicking “Postreply” on the top 
	

   


	   chinesewang.myfreeforum.org Forum Index -> Chinese Stories


Or on the bottom of the page: 

	

   


	   chinesewang.myfreeforum.org Forum Index -> Chinese Stories


13. write your ideas in the box.  Then click “submit” on the bottom.  [image: image16.wmf]Preview

 [image: image17.wmf]S

ubmit


14. You can also post your own story by clicking the “newtopic” botton: 

	


	   chinesewang.myfreeforum.org Forum Index -> Chinese 1


15. You can use various tools in the forum: Go to any panel and find this post: Global Announcement: How to Type Chinese and Other Tools
[ [image: image19.png]


Goto page: 1 ... 4, 5, 6 ]

Quick Practice:


1) Open the Chinese online dictionary


2) What is your favorite sentence in Chinese at this moment?  Open the Chinese online typing link and type your ideas in Chinese.  Post it at My Favorite Sentence of the day.  


3) Post at least one photo on the forum and explain what it is.


4) Watch a movie that was posted by the users.


5) Listen to an audio file uploaded by other users


6) Upload an audio file using attachment.

IV. Create and Manage your own forum:

1. Down at the bottom of the forum page, click the Create your own free forum button.  
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2. Click the “Create Free Forum” button on the middle left.    
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3. Fill out the form for the forum info: 

Create your new free forum

Just fill in the details below and click on the "Create Forum" button below on the right, and your new forum will be instantly created.

Make sure first though that you have read and understood the terms and conditions of use
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Top of Form

	Forum Name (lowercase without spaces):
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.myfunforum.org

	Description (a few words about your forum for our directory):
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	Forum Category (for our directory):
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Select Category



	Email address:
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	Password:
	[image: image29.wmf]



	Confirm Password:
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 HTMLCONTROL Forms.HTML:Hidden.1 [image: image32.wmf]

joinforum


	 
	

Create Forum
 
	 
	

Cancel
 


Bottom of Form

Hit the “Create Forum” button to submit.  


4. Go to your forum that you just created: click the “proceed to your forum” button: 
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 5. In your newly create forum, you can post various messages as you like.  Have fun!

Assignment:

1. Bookmark your forum

2. Post in Andy Wang’s forum the link that lead to your forum.

3. In the forum that you have created, post your assignment for your peers to reply.    

4. Go visit your peers forums and reply to their assignments.

5. Use multimedia (photos, recordings, videos) to decorate your forum and share them with your peers.  

Congratulations!  You have successfully accomplished the forum workshop.  Please use this powerful tool in your work!
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