	SUMMER READING SUGGESTIONS from Ms. Wray

(  worthwhile books for summer break (


	GREAT CONTEMPORARY LITERATURE
The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Nighttime by Mark Haddon
A fantastic, believable story told from the point of view of 15 year-old autistic boy Christopher as he sets out to solve a neighborhood crime.

The Life of Pi by Yann Martel
Pi is sixteen when his family emigrates from India with the animals from the zoo they owned. The ship they’re on sinks, and Pi finds himself in a lifeboat with a hyena, an orangutan, a zebra, and a 450-pound Bengal tiger.

The Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini
Follows the story of Amir, son of a wealthy Kabul businessman, and Hassan, the son of their servant. The boys are inseparable until an unspeakable event changes their lives forever.
Peace Like a River by Leif Enger
11 year-old Reuben Land is an asthmatic boy in the Midwest. Along with his sister and father, he finds himself on a cross-country for his outlaw older brother who has been charged with murder.

Vernon God Little by DBC Pierre

The San Francisco Chronicle says, “If Huckleberry Finn were set on the Mexican-American border and written by the creators of South Park, it might read something like this.”


	BOOKS ABOUT LIFE’S CHALLENGES
Where the Heart Is by Billie Letts
This novel concerns a pregnant teenage girl who finds a new life among the quirky inhabitants of a small town in Oklahoma.
The Perks of Being a Wallflower by Stephen Chobsky
A story of what it’s like to grow up in high school, this is a haunting novel about the dilemma of passivity vs. passion. Told through a series of letters by Charlie, caught between trying to live his life and trying to run from it.

Monster by Walter Dean Myers
Steve Harmon is black, in jail, on trial for murder, and sixteen years old.


	BOOKS FOR ‘RELUCTANT READERS’
Ellen Foster by Kaye Gibbons 

The appealing, eponymous, 11-year-old orphan heroine of this Southern-focused debut survives appalling situations until she finds safe harbor…
Speak by Laurie Anderson 

Follows the descent of a girl down to the bottom and back up again. A good book for anyone who’s ever felt like an outcast.
The Outsiders by SE Hinton

 Three brothers struggle to stay together after their parents' death, as they search for an identity among the conflicting values of their adolescent society in which they find themselves "outsiders.”
Tex by SE Hinton 

The love between two teenage brothers helps to alleviate the harshness of their usually parentless life as they struggle to grow up.
Bleachers by John Grisham
John Grisham again leaves the legal drama behind with BLEACHERS and instead focuses on the high school football field and all that goes with a successful football program.
The Chocolate War by Robert Cormier
A student at a New England High School takes a stand on an issue, with disastrous and shocking results. 

Ender’s Game by Orson Scott Card
Winner of the Hugo and Nebula Awards, Ender's Game revolves around a young boy who is selected to train to become a fleet commander to protect earth from an alien invasion.

After the First Death by Robert Cormier
Events of the hijacking of a bus of children by terrorists seeking the return of their homeland are described from the perspectives of a hostage, a terrorist, an Army general involved in the rescue operation, and his son, chosen as the go-between.




	And don’t forget the CLASSICS!

Wuthering Heights, Moby Dick, Animal Farm, Jane Eyre, Crime and Punishment, Les Miserables…

See the web resources on pg. 2 for guides to what classics you should be reading.



	ADULT NOVELS FOR OLDER TEENS

Biting the Moon by Martha Grimes
A 14-year-old orphan helps a young woman suffering from amnesia in her suspenseful search for the man who kidnapped her.

Dive From Clausen’s Pier by Ann Packer
After her fiancé is paralyzed in a diving accident, Carrie Bell is faced with difficult decisions in this fast-pasted, character-driven novel.

Dune by Frank Herbert
Opposing forces struggle for control of the universe when the archenemy of the cosmic emperor is banished to a barren world where savages fight for water.

Fall on your Knees by Ann-Marie MacDonald
A complex story of lust, betrayals and long-held secrets, set in Cape Breton.  The saga begins in 1899 when James Piper, 18, elopes with Materia Mahmoud, 13.

Fionavar Tapestry trilogy by Guy Gavriel Kay
A wizard leads 5 Toronto university students into the world of Fionavar, where they have a crucial part to play in the struggle of Light against Dark.  Epic fantasy comprised of 3 books: The Summer Tree, The wandering Fire, and The Darkest Road.
I Heard the Owl Call my Name by Margaret Craven
As he lives among the native people in remote Canadian villages, a dying Anglican missionary becomes sensitive to the struggles and richness of their lives.

Joy Luck Club by Amy Tan
Encompassing two generations and rich blend of Chinese and American history, the story of four struggling, strong women also reveals their daughters’ memories and feelings.

Killing Cold by David Wickes
Homicide detective Jack Petersen and his team battle severe winter storms as they track a brutal serial killer on the shores of a lake in rural Minnesota.

Lovely Bones by Alice Sebold
An unusual coming-of-age story in which Susie, the 14-year-old narrator, watches from heaven over her family, her murderer and the police detective working on her case.

Mists of Avalon by Marion Zimmer Bradley
Morgan le Fay turns against her younger brother Arthur when she thinks he has betrayed the old religion of Avalon.

Nine Coaches Waiting by Mary Stewart
A governess suspects that someone wants to murder her pupil, the young heir to a large French estate.

Outlander by Diana Gabaldon
In Scotland with her husband on a second honeymoon after World War II, Claire enters a circle of stones and is transported back to the Battle of Culloden 200 years earlier, where she must marry a Scot to save her husband.

Rebecca by Daphne Du Maurier
The second Mrs. Maxim de Winter enters the home of her mysterious and enigmatic new husband and learns the story of the house’s first mistress, to whom the sinister housekeeper is unnaturally devoted.

Some Things that Stay by Sarah Willis
Fifteen-year-old Tamara Anderson comes of age in an unconventional family in 1954.  She copes with her mother’s illness, her father’s feckless artistic nature, the demands of her siblings and her burgeoning love for her new home in rural New York.

Years of Rice and Salt by Kim Stanley Robinson
In an alternate history world, the population of Europe is almost completely wiped out by the Black Death during the fourteenth century.  Three superpowers – China, India, and the nations of Islam – battle for supremacy in a World War destined to create a new world order.


	WEB RESOURCES

Bartleby.com: Great Books Online

http://www.bartleby.com
This website includes free online versions of many classic texts, including fiction, nonfiction and reference.

Teenreads.com

http://www.teenreads.com/index.asp
This is the teen section of bookreporter.com, a website that shares book reviews and new releases. 

Outstanding Books for the College Bound

http://www.ala.org/ala/yalsa/booklistsawards/outstandingbooks/outstandingbooks.htm
This website for college-bound students presents a selection of books from five academic disciplines: history, humanities, literature and language arts, science and technology, and social sciences. The list includes fiction, nonfiction, poetry, biography and drama.

BookSpot

http://www.bookspot.com
BookSpot is a comprehensive website of book-related resources, including links to lists of books by age group, genre, author, cultural background, and many other categories.


